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Mobile Home Living -
Financial Sense in California

For decades, traditional homeownership
in  California symbolized stability and
long-term wealth. Today, however, the
financial equation has changed drama-
tically. Sky-high home prices, often
double the national median, combined
with mortgage rates above 6% have
created a steep “buying premium.” For
many households, monthly ownership
costs now far exceed rent, making
conventional homeownership less at-
tainable and less predictable as a wealth-
building strategy. In this environment,
owning a mobile home while paying
space rent has emerged as a practical
and financially sound alternative.

Lower Cost, Greater Control

Mobile homes typically cost a fraction of
site-built houses, allowing buyers to
avoid massive mortgages and six-figure
down payments. Even with monthly
space rent, the total housing cost is often
far lower than a traditional mortgage
payment in California’s major markets.

As we spend more time at home this
winter, there are several practical ways to
reduce energy use and keep costs down.
One of the first steps is to check if you're
on the right pricing plan. Compare
different plans to find one that best fits
your household’s needs. Additionally, try
to run appliances during off-peak hours
—before 4 p.m. or after 9 p.m—when
demand for power is lower, and rates are
more affordable. Small adjustments like
using exhaust fans sparingly can also
make a big difference, as they can
unintentionally pull heat from your
home.

To make your bill more predictable,
consider signing up for a consistent
pricing plan with your gas and electric
company such as the Level Pay Plan San
Diego Gas & Electric offers (sdge.com/LLP).
This option averages your bill over a three-

This affordability reduces financial stress
and frees up cash flow for savings,
retirement, or other investments.

Protection from the “Buying Premium”
In many California cities, the cost
difference between buying and renting is
among the highest in the nation. High
purchase prices, elevated interest rates,
and ongoing expenses such as property
taxes, insurance, and HOA fees, make it
difficult to build equity quickly. Mobile
homeowners sidestep much of this
burden by purchasing a more affordable
asset while avoiding large property tax
bills tied to high land values.

Flexibility in a Tight Housing Market

California’'s housing shortage has driven
prices up and limited choices, especially
near job centers. Mobile home comm-
unities often provide access to desirable
locations at a manageable cost, helping
residents avoid long commutes or re-
location far from employment hubs.

month period, so you won't experience
big fluctuations. Taking advantage of
natural heat is another effective way to
save. During the day, open your curtains
and let the sun warm your home,
reducing the need for extra heating.

Finally, make small changes that add up
over time. Run your ceiling fan clockwise
at a low speed to push warm air down
where you need it most. Reduce hot
water use by washing clothes in cold
water and installing low-flow faucets and
showerheads. Be mindful of where
furniture is placed, as blocking vents can
prevent warm air from circulating
effectively. By following a few simple tips,
you can enjoy a warmer, more cost-
efficient winter season. =

Source: San Diego Gas & Electric

A Smarter Savings Strategy
With lower monthly housing expenses,

mobile homeowners can treat the
difference as “forced savings'—
consistently setting aside money that
would otherwise be locked into a high-
interest mortgage. In a state where wage
growth has lagged behind housing costs,
this flexibility is increasingly valuable.

A Modern Path to Stability

While traditional homeownership in
California is no longer the guaranteed
financial win it once was, mobile home
ownership offers stability, affordability,
and control. For many residents, it
represents a smarter, more sustainable
way to live well in one of the nation’s
most expensive housing markets. =

Source: calmatters.org

Introduction

California Mobile Home News
provides a forum for sharing
information of interest to people
who live and work in mobile
home park communities in
California and anyone else who
is interested in knowing more
about mobile home living. The
California Mobile Home News is
sponsored by the Manufactured
Housing Educational Trust, a
non-profit association that has
worked to promote and preserve
the mobile home park lifestyle
since its incorporation in 1982.
Please feel free to copy and
distribute this newsletter as it is
printed with all attributions and
information as originally printed.
You are invited to visit our site:
www.californiamobilehome.news
and participate in the exchange
of information on mobile home
parks!
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Valentine’'s Day Symbols and Theiv Meanings

Valentine's Day has a plethora of symbols
associated with it from the love-heart to
roses. Although these symbols are
ubiquitous with holiday, their origins may
not be so well known.

One of the most common Valentine's
Day practices is to give roses to the
person you love. Red roses are a symbol
of romance, and can find their origins
frorm Greek mythology. The goddess of
love, Aphrodite, grew red roses for her
love according to myth. Pink and white
roses are also given in addition to red.

Doves are also a symbol of Valentine's
Day. Doves are monogamous, and male
doves in particular are devoted to caring
for their offsprings, so they have become
synonymous with family, love, and
romantic commitment.

The love-heart, or simply the heart, is
perhaps the most well-known symbol. It
is so long-standing that its origin is now
debated. Some say the love heart's
distinctive shape comes from an ancient,
now-extinct herb called silphium, which

was shaped like the love-heart we know
today. Others believe the symbol is two
anatomically correct hearts pressed
against each other to symbolize that love
is the literal joining of two hearts.

No matter what you do for Valentine's
Day, you are bound to see its symbols
throughout the weeks leading up to the
holiday. Now that you know the origins of
some of these symbols, you can enjoy a
new perspective on Valentine's Day and
even share these fun facts with the
people you love. m

Source: 1-800-Flowers.com

Mobile Home Residency Law Frequently Asked Questions

Q: How can a resident get their taxes
reduced?

A: Local property taxes are based on 1% of
the assessed value (AV) of the property or
home, plus any local bonded debt, such
as school bonds. Under the California
Constitution (Article VIIIA), the county
assessor may increase the AV by 2% a
year; however, when a home is sold and
ownership is transferred, the assessor
may re-assess the property (usually to the
higher selling price or value). Therefore,
homes that have been resold in a “good”
real estate market have been reassessed
at higher values, sometimes significantly
higher, than those that have remained
under the same ownership for years with
the application of the annual 2% formula.
Since the 2007 recession, many homes
have decreased in value. Mobilehome
owners, like owners of conventional
homes, who feel their taxes are too high
in the current market, may file an appeal

with the county assessment appeals
board to see if they can get their AV, and
thus their taxes, reduced. The burden,
however, is on the homeowner to
produce evidence that his or her home is
worth less than the assessor’s valuation.
This can be done by getting a private
appraisal(s) and producing documents
showing the reduced or selling prices of
similar mobilehomes in the park or in
similar parks in  the community.
Information on how to apply and the
deadlines for applying may be obtained
from the local county tax assessor’s office.

Recap:

- File an appeal with the county tax
assessor and be prepared to prove that
the value of the mobilehome is worth
less than the assessed value.n

Source: California Department of Housing and
Community Development (HCD)
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Holidays To Observe In
February:

Feb. 1 - Black History
Month Begins

Feb. 14 - Valentine’s Day
Feb. 16 - Presidents’ Day
Feb. 17 - Lunar New Year

Feb. 18 - Ash Wednesday

Resources & Information

Section 8 Rent Assistance

Section 8, also known as Housing Choice
Voucher program, is a program that
provides rental assistance to qualified
renters. You can apply for Section 8
vouchers at any Public Housing Authority
office in any county or city of residence.

Mobile Home
Assistance Program

MHET members support rent subsidies for
qualified low-income mobile home owners
in non-rent controlled jurisdictions. For
more information call (949) 380-3311.

Mobilehome Assistance Center
California Department of Housing and
Community Development (HCD)

Call TOLL FREE: (800) 952-8356 or visit
www.hcd.ca.gov

Southern California Mobilehome Hotline
Call TOLL FREE: (855) 438-6438

For questions specifically related to
Southern California mobile home parks
located in Orange, Riverside, and San
Bernardino Counties, you may call the
Southern California Mobilehome Hotline.

www.mhet.com
info@mhet.com
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